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CBCC to create Stormwater Device Toolkit for Community Use with US DOI Grant 

Many of Coral Bay’s culverts and stormwater devices have been rendered useless over time or 

even “lost” to neighborhoods after the hurricanes. CBCC plans to change that.  

The Coral Bay Community Council (CBCC) announces that we have been awarded a $190,000 

grant from the US Department of the Interior’s WaterSMART program to develop and 

implement a “Stormwater Device Toolkit,” for use by voluntary neighborhood groups and 

homeowner associa�ons to address regular maintenance needed for the preven�on of erosion 
and flooding in the Coral Bay watershed area on St. John, US Virgin Islands. The two-year project 

will provide writen and on-line documenta�on and scheduling tools to encourage rou�ne 
maintenance prac�ces.  

St. John is in a long drought period that is interspersed with extreme rainfall events. Therefore, 

stormwater issues and maintenance of stormwater drainage devices, such as culverts and using 

Best Management Prac�ces (BMPs), are not top-of-mind despite being very important for 

preven�ng destruc�ve flooding and erosion.  

Maya Craig, CBCC’s Watershed Coordinator says, “Because muddy stormwater nega�vely 
impacts Coral Bay’s diverse and sensi�ve marine coral reef ecosystem, residents, shoreline 

businesses, and visitors, there is a strong need for properly working stormwater device 

networks to prevent heavy rains from regularly washing out roads and damaging homes.” Not 

only will this toolkit help with effec�ve stormwater devices, the process will also con�nue to 

help build the founda�on for poten�al solu�ons to larger environmental issues that Coral Bay 

faces. For instance, Craig explains that “Building such a toolkit would also contribute to 

increasing water supply sustainability, reducing flooding, maintaining escape routes, and 

preven�ng pollu�on from entering the bay, thus fostering community resiliency and the health 

of our watershed overall.”   

This project will create a number of tools to assist neighborhoods in managing their culverts and 

drainage swales, including a printed handbook of device loca�ons on roadways, recommended 

schedules for maintenance, past maintenance and cost records (needed if the neighborhood 

ever needs FEMA assistance in the future), and advice on stormwater management methods. 



 

There will also be an electronic version so it’s easy to access and share, and an applica�on pre-

loaded with mapped infrastructure that will allow folks to share updates, photos, and inquiries 

from their phones and devices. 

Do you want your Coral Bay Neighborhood to be one of the neighborhoods to get this 

assistance? Contact Maya Craig at 340-776-2099 to discuss this possibility and your 

neighborhood’s role in crea�ng and using the Stormwater Toolkit.   

The Coral Bay Community Council is a local 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization established twenty 

years ago in 2003 by volunteer residents with the purpose of acting as a community advocate, 

government liaison, and trusted information and research source. As a watershed management 

association, it seeks to address threats to water quality in Coral Bay and the subwatersheds that 

contribute to it.   

Coral Bay Community Council is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

### 

 

For more informa�on, contact Maya Craig at maya@coralbaycommunitycouncil.org or 340-776-

2099 

This press release was prepared as part of a grant-funded project from the United States 

Department of the Interior Bureau of Reclama�on’s WaterSMART (Sustain and Manage 

America’s Resources for Tomorrow) Coopera�ve Watershed Management Program. Any 
opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommenda�ons expressed in this material are solely 
the responsibility of the Coral Bay Community Council and do not necessarily represent the 

official views of the Department of the Interior. 
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